
Winter Pyramid Lake Outing, November 16-18, 2018 

 Fishmeister: Robert Rountree and Assistant Fishmeister: Paul Woolley 

  

Located northeast of Reno/Sparks, and fed by the Truckee River is Pyramid Lake, home of 

the Lahontan Cutthroat.  I’ll get the obvious over with quickly.  It will be very cold, and likely 

windy.  Possible snow?  But, you can dress to compensate for the cold temperatures, and a 

good attitude helps.  For some, alcohol helps, but that can have its downsides.  The good 

news, and what keeps us Pyramid Lunkerheads coming back, is you have a good chance of 

catching fish in the 20-28 inch range.  But wait, there is more!  20-25# Pilot Peak strain 

cutthroat leviathans are cruising the lake’s shorelines these days, and why I will put up with 

the conditions in the hope to hook the BIG one. 

  

The outing is November 16-18 (Friday-Sunday).  Road conditions permitting, fishmeister 

and assistant will be leaving early Friday morning to scout beaches to fish.  Please contact 

fishmeister ahead of time, if you plan on going up on Friday so we can arrange a meeting.  

For regular people with real jobs during the week, plan on meeting on the lake at Crosby’s 

at 08:30AM on Saturday morning.  There is a lot of coastline to fish and almost all of it will 

produce. If you miss the meeting time, then cruising the beaches with an FRS walkie-talkie 

tuned to the club frequency/code (10-4) is your best way of finding folks. Cell phones do not 

always function at Pyramid, so having a working radio is a must. 

  

To fish Pyramid, suggested to bring 2 different rod outfits.  Please don’t show up with your 

5 weight outfit.  For stripping flies, the typical setup is an 8 weight with a shooting head. 

This could be either a traditional running line & head combination (floating or sinking 

running line with Type 3 & Type 6 heads, sometimes heavier), or an integrated line with a 

200+ grain head (5-6 ips sink rate, Teeny T200 or Rio Outbound Short), and straight 10-12# 

leader. You can get away with a lighter rig, but if the wind comes up, and it often does, you 

will have problems. Typical flies used are Woolly Buggers and Woolly Worms, size 4-8, 

HEAVILY hackled (colors: black, olive, chartreuse, white, purple, yellow, blue, etc.) on a 

straight 10-12# leader. Pyramid Beetles and Tadpoles in white/chartreuse and 

black/chartreuse are also a good idea.  2nd Rod for indicator fishing can also be effective, so 

you may also want to bring a 6-7 weight rod, bobbers and a selection of flies. For flies, size 

12-10 nymphs/midges work well, and local favorites include: Flashback Pheasant Tail, 

Copper John, Mahalo Nymph, Mahalo Midge, and various chironomid patterns.  Typically, 8# 

tippet is as light as you want to go when indicator fishing, with some recommending 10# 

these days. You will need waders, boots, good Gortex jacket, polar fleece jacket, Glacier 

gloves for your hands, and heavy fleece liners for under your waders.  Good socks, beanie, 

sunglasses, sunscreen, etc.  Leave your trout net at home and either invest in a Landing 

Hand, or a steelhead-size net. You will need a reservation fishing permit, which you can get 

online, local sporting goods shops in town, and at Crosby's. If you plan on driving on the 

beaches a 4WD is REQUIRED, and a 4WD can still get stuck, so use caution. Ladders are 

optional, and float tubes not recommended. Good idea to pre-read reservation fishing 

regulations.  Attendees will be responsible for lodging, food, and debts at local casinos.  

  

A sign-up sheet will be available at the October meeting. 

Contact Robert Rountree: mailto:rntree4228@comcast.net 

mailto:rntree4228@comcast.net

