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If you thought April featured many 
great CFFU activities, then you'll be 
pleased to know that May is even bet-
ter.  From Greg Shaffer 's casting 
class with Mel Krieger to Gary How-
ard 's BBQ at Howard Ross 's house to 
coastal fishing with Bruce Henz , CFFU 
has it all! 

Many thanks to John Taylor  and 
all the volunteers who helped clean Ar-
cade Creek during Creek Week.  It was 
great to see such a good turn out.
The same appreciation goes to Brett 
Humphries and his crew at the 
Kiene's Expo.  Did you notice the new 
table display that John Taylor got do-
nated to CFFU?  Our club should also 
be proud of Tim Au-Young and Dave
Ford for making the first Regional Fed-
eration tying event a success.  Thank 
you to all the CFFU tiers for helping 
with this new event too.

We have several new members who 
are "stepping up" and helping our club.
John Warren will take the place of 
Scott Swindell as the Programs 

Chair.  (Scott will be retiring to his 
family). Gary Crotwell has agreed 
to help Curtiss Dorr with our annual 
dinner as we're trying to get lots of 
prizes this year. Del Skaggs will take 
over for Glenn Yee so that Glenn can 
scout out new waters for the club to 
fish.  Lastly, Don Craig will be substi-
tuting for Hugh & Katy Mickelson 
at the raffle table while they are on 
their annual extended vacation.

If you are a new or existing mem-
ber and would like to be more in-
volved in the club, then please see or 
call me.  We can always use the help, 
and you're sure to meet some great 
people.  If you are shy, then don't 
worry as there are still plenty of ways 
you can help our club.  If you were to 
take an informal poll, you would dis-
cover that the more "active" people in 
the club probably derive the most 
benefit/pleasure from their member-
ship...so call me!!!

Last month, the board and mem-
(Continued on page 10)
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This month’s speakers are Jim No-
vak and Ben Taylor of Monterey Bay 
Fly Fishing.  They will be providing us 
with hints, tips, and techniques for 
northern California coastal fly fishing.
This presentation is timely, especially 
for the CFFU members planning on 
the May 30 through June 1 club out-
ing on the coast near Santa Cruz.

So join us at Camp Pollock May 6th 
to hear Jim and Ben talk on where to 
fish on a beach, what saltwater flies 
work well, equipment, and safety.

Fly tying and exchange starts at 
6:15 PM with club member reports at 
7:00 PM.  The program will start at 
8:00 PM.

May 6, 2003 
Meeting Program

By:  John Warren, 
Program Director

Howard’s Party is coming up on 
May 15th at 5:00.  I have the tick-
ets; they are $10.00 each.  We 
will have Howard Ross’s beautiful 
backyard and view of the Ameri-
can River.  Bring your spouse and 
enjoy the camaraderie of your fel-
low CFFU members and their 
spouses.

The menu will be:  Tossed 
Green Salad, Potato Salad, JR’s 
Texas BBQ Brisket, Baked Beans, 
a great dessert, and some sur-
prises thrown in.  Make sure to 
get your tickets from me at the 
May general meeting.  Remember, 
there is limited parking at How-
ard’s house so try to car pool.

Howard Ross’s address is 3320 
Edgar Lane, Carmichael, CA (near 
Ancil Hoffman Park).

Howard’s Party
By: Gary Howard
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Programs        John Warren         565-4179   419- 1691
Conservation:   
   Programs     John Taylor          295-4236   448 -6956
   Policy           Bill Felts               988-72 59   651-6007

COMMITTEES                     HOME/WORK PHONE
Newsletter       Jim Kelley            725-4101
Coachman       Rich Trimble         646-3322
Co-Library       Gary Howard        383-1221   381- 5459
Co-Library       Jeff Howard          863-1379
Photographer/Historian
                     Rich Plecker         771-3733   967-5723
Raffle             Hugh Mickelson     665-1655
Logo Sales      Del Skaggs           489-9174

ON THE FLY  NEWSLETTER
On the Fly  is the official monthly newslet-

ter of the California Fly Fishers Unlimited, P.O. 
Box 162997, Sacramento, CA 95816.  No claim 
is made by the organization as to the accuracy 
or veracity of any information within this publi-
cation.  After all, this is a “fishing” newsletter 
and no other type of sportsman is known for 
broader exaggerations of what was once the 
truth.  Apologies are made in advance for all 
errors and offenses as none are intended.  No 
warranties are made by CFFU on any products 
or services discussed in this newsletter.

Submission of articles and news items is 
welcomed and encouraged.  Preferred format 
is in PC electronic form, plain text-no format-
ting, via e-mail to jskelley@calweb.com or by 
disk sent to Jim Kelley, 7057 Pebblebrook 
Way, Citrus Heights, CA 95621, 916-725-4101,
with a printed copy included.  Pictures will only 
be returned upon request.

Absolute Deadline – 15th of each month.   
Copyright (c) 2003 CFFU— All rights reserved.

CALIFORNIA FLY FISHERS 
UNLIMITED (CFFU)

CFFU is a non-profit community 
organization serving Sacramento and 
statewide. Since its inception in 1962, the 
club’s objective has been to promote increased 
awareness and participation in the art of fly 
fishing, particularly among families.  CFFU also 
promotes the enhancement and preservation 
of resources through conservation efforts and 
in-school programs.  Club activities and 
membership participation include monthly fly 
fishing programs where special guest speakers
provide information on angling around the 
world. The club also has at least one club 
outing a month on the water, technical fly
fishing clinics and classes, and conservation 
projects.

Meetings are held at 7:00PM on the first 
Tuesday of the month at Camp Pollock, 467 
Del Paso Blvd., Sacramento, CA.

Individual annual dues are $30 per 
member, $45 per family, renewed in January 
of each year and prorated after June 30 th for 
those joining later, and a $10 initiation fee.

Board of Directors meetings are held on 
the Monday preceding the regular first 
Tuesday meeting at the law offices of 
Hiroshima, Jacobs, Roth & Lewis, 1420 River 
Park Dr., Sacramento, 95815,  916-923-2223.

Classes and Tech Thursday clinics (Third 
Thursday of the month – 6:30PM) are 
generally held at Northminster Presbyterian 
Church, 3235 Pope Ave., Sacramento, CA.

CFFU OFFICERS             HOME/WORK PHONE
President      Valerie Dun          966-5676   989- 5568
Pres-Elect     Vince Jacobs         454-5797   923-2223
Past Pres      Jerry Kilbert          685-7636   657 -2810
1st VP          Curtiss Dorr   209-744-1909    209- 744-2328
2nd VP         Mark Elliot            456-9181   26 4-8894
Secretary      Bob Roth             456-6771   923- 2223
Treasurer      Vince Jacobs         454-5797   923- 2223

DIRECTORS
Membership  Brett Humphries    704-4111
Tech Serv     Dick Angus           344-4473   567-8546
Public Rel      Tom Martens         
Outings        Gregory Shaffer    682-5583

Ann. Dinner           Curtiss Dorr      209-744-190 9  209-744-2328
NCC/FFF Rep.         Warren Carlson 707-822-8206      
SARA Rep.             Howard Ross          944-2819        
Refreshments         Roman Gardea        927-4662
Fly Tiers Exch.        Jim Wright       707-678-139 3
Co-Fly Tiers Exch.   Tim Au-Young        688-3529
Web Meister           Chris Spurrell          
List Serve Meister   Gregory Shaffer      682-5583
Fly Tiers Demo       Tim Au-Young        688-3529
Audit                     Jack Cornelius, CPA                   
Sportsman Expo     Brett Humphries     704-4111
Bittner Scholarship  Bob Larne              961-146 2    961-8868
Salmon Festival      Jim Ford                638-8132    643-5005

Area codes are 916 unless otherwise noted

Attention New Members!!
By: Val Dun, President

10% of CFFU purchases will be donated to the Annual  Dinner

Join in the Conversation!
Join the CFFU listserv e-mail group at 

cffu@yahoogroups.com
Contact Gregory Shaffer at 

shafe@gshaffer.com
to be connected to the list.

Our next quarterly meeting for new members (3 month s or less) will be held from 
6:30 to 8:30 PM on May 14, 2003, at the Northminste r Church, 3235 Pope Ave., Sac-
ramento, CA.  Of course, experienced members are welcome as well, as this is a 
great opportunity to meet new members and to find a  fishing buddy to hook up with.

New members get to learn about the club, meet other  new members, get ques-
tions answered, receive contact information, etc.  As an added bonus, new members 
receive 18 free flies for attending this meeting.

Any new members who missed the last new member meeting in Febru-
ary?  All of you are welcome to attend on May 14.  Come and enjoy the 
fun!!

New member meetings are scheduled for the 2nd Wednesday of Feb, May, Aug, 
and Nov.

Buy your tickets for the 
Orion Driftboat at the next 

monthly meeting
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UPCOMING CFFU OUTINGS
* = changed from previous reported info
Non-outing events worth noting are in italics. 

MONTH
Day

Date

Location   F = Fishmeister;  Asst F = Assistant Fishmesiter

Additional Information (See key below) 

MAY
Saturday
5/10/03

Fly Casting Workshop
with Mel Krieger

A full day (10 a.m. to 3 p.m.) with one of the fore most casting instructors 
around, Mel Krieger.  Pre-registration is REQUIRED, for more information see Greg-
ory Shaffer, Outings Director, at 916 689-3934, shafe@gshaffer.com.

MAY
Thursday
5/15/03

Annual BBQ Howard Ross, providing place, 916 944-2819, hross71@aol.com;  Gary How-
ard – Event Chair  916 383-1221, melnesia@jps.net; Mark Elliott – head of cooking 
committee, 916 456-9181, melliott@cityofsacramento.org;

Annual BBQ on River at home of Howard Ross, 3320 Edgar Lane, Carmichael, 
CA 95608.  Howard tells me that there is a trail do wn to the river for some Shad 
fishing.

MAY-JUNE
Friday to Sunday 
5/30– 6/1/03

Coast Fishing
(near Santa Cruz)

F:  Bruce Henz, (916) 987-0103, brucehenz@email.com; Asst. F:  Open 
(volunteer needed)

S = perch ; T = from the beaches; D = 160 miles (2: 45); O = Yes; C = motel 
and meals, Sat. evening group plans to be determined; N = Sunset beach, or New 
Brighton near Santa Cruz most likely.  New moon, Sat: 4.4 feet Sun:  4.5 diff in 
high/low tide, looking for 3 feet difference minimu m, so this could be great.

JUNE
Friday to Sunday
6/20-6/22/03

Truckee area F: Dave Ford, 916 967-3847,davef17965@aol.com; Asst. F:  Open (volunteer needed)

S = Trout (Lake, Rainbow, Cutthroat,  Brown, Brook); T = Wading difficulty: easy 
(Little Truckee, Sagehen Creek) to difficult (Big Truckee); nearby lakes: Donner, French-
man, Davis, Milton and Martis.; D = 95 miles (1:30) to lodge; O = Yes, Carmel Ski Lodge; 
G = Wading staff, waders are not needed for Little Truckee and Sagehen, need for the 
Truckee.  Float tubes for most lakes, boats (good idea) or tubes for bigger lakes (Donner,
Frenchman, Davis).  Some shore fishing possible at smaller lakes (Milton, Martis (motor 
ban)).  Floating and sinking lines in the 3-5 weight.  Flies: midge patterns, Callibates, Green 
Drake and Caddis dries.  Blood midge, green caddis, hare's ear, prince nymphs.  Lakes: 
Damsel and blood midge nymph patterns, woolly buggers; C = $15/person /night + chore 
assigned; meals on own, bring food or nearby restaurants; N = Stay at Carmel Ski Club 
Lodge, bring bedding/sleeping bag, towels. A long standing CFFU tradition, outing provides
access to lots of water.

JUNE
Monday

6/23/03

River Cats Baseball CFFU Annual night to see the West Sacramento River Cats, AAA Minor League 
baseball.  Pre-purchase of tickets before May 16, 2003.  Pre-registration is RE-
QUIRED, for more information see Gregory Shaffer, Outings Director, at 689-3934,
shafe@gshaffer.com.

June
Monday
6/30/03

North Fork of
Yuba River,

Near Downieville

F: Greg Van Koersel, 916 456-9887, ggvk@yahoo.com; Asst. F:  Open (volunteer 
needed)

S = Rainbows and browns (wild trout section) ; T = Moderate wading, bank fishing de-
pending on flows; D = 100 miles (2:30) ; O = Good idea, campgrounds and lodging nearby ; 
G = 3-5 wt rod, nymphs, small stones, caddis pupa ; C = None; N = Moderate hikes to tribu-
tary streams.

Species (S); Type of fishing (T); Distance (D) (one way, approx): (Miles; Time); Overnight? (O); Gear (G); Cost (C); Notes (N)

Comments and corrections to:
Gregory Shaffer, Outings Director, 916 682-5583, shafe@gshaffer.com
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2003
CFFU CALENDAR

Monday, May 5; 6:30 PM
Board Meeting--
All Members welcome
Jacobs & Roth Law Office
1420 River Park Drive
Sacramento

Tuesday, May 6; 
Monthly CFFU Meeting
6:15 PM:  Fly tying demo, 
7:00 PM:  General Meeting, 
Camp Pollock, 
Northgate & Hwy 160
Sacramento

Sat, May 10; 10 AM-3 PM
Fly Casting with Mel Krieger
Hagan Community Park
Rancho Cordova, CA

Wednesday, May 14; 6:30 PM
New Member Meeting
Northminster Church
3235 Pope Avenue
Sacramento

Thursday, May 15; 5:00 PM
CFFU Barbecue
Howard Ross’s home
3320 Edgar Lane
Carmichael, CA
Contact Gary Howard

Thursday, May 22; 6:30 PM
Tech Thursday
Fly Tying 101
Northminster Church
3235 Pope Avenue
Sacramento

Fri-Sun, May 30 to Jun 1
Coast Fishing Outing
Contact Bruce Henz

Monday, June 2; 6:30 PM
Board Meeting--
All Members welcome
Jacobs & Roth Law Office
1420 River Park Drive
Sacramento

Tuesday, June 3; 
Monthly CFFU Meeting
6:15 PM:  Fly tying demo, 
7:00 PM:  General Meeting, 
Camp Pollock, 
Northgate & Hwy 160
Sacramento

Tech Thursdays are usually held on the 3rd Thursday of the Month, 6:30 PM at Northmin-
ster Presbyterian Church Class Room, 3235 Pope Ave., Sacramento (Pope Ave. intersects 
Watt Ave between Marconi & Whitney)

May 22nd Fly Tying 101, by Tim Au Young *
Learn how to tie a Dry & Wet fly, Nymph, Terrestrial and Streamer. This Class is for 
the beginner tiers who want to improve their skills.  Prerequisite: Beginning Fly Fish-
ing &Tying.

June 21st & 29th Basics of Fly Casting (Two Saturdays, 9:00 AM-12:00 noon) *
July 17th Entomology, by Jim Wright & Tim Au-Young (American River) *
August 21st Intermediate Fly Tying, Striper Fly Patterns, by Guy Deaner
September 18th Tying Leaders, by Jeff Putnam of Kiene’s Fly Shop *
October 16th Orientation to Rod Building, by Dave “Buff” Hendrickson
November 20th Fly Fishing Safety, by Howard Ross and Richard Slabaugh *
December 18th Fly Fishing Vest Anatomy / Best Practices, by a panel of CFFU “experts” *

*Note:  These apply toward achieving the Coachman Award Certification.

TechTechThursday
By: Dick Angus, Technical Services Director

FFly Tier’s Exchangely Tier’s Exchange
Monthly Fly Tying Award

by American Fly Fishing Company
3523 Fair Oaks Blvd.

Sacramento, CA 95864
916.483.1222 – 800.410.1222

www.americanfly.com

Everyone who ties a dozen or more flies and donates them to the Fly Tying Exchange, or to 
the club to support any club program will have thei r name entered into a drawing.  The win-

ner of this drawing will receive a $25.00 gift cert ificate for the American Fly Fishing Company.
The drawing will be held at the monthly meeting.

A special thanks goes to Gary Eblen.

American Fly Fishing donates a $25 Monthly Fly Tyin g Award to CFFU
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CFFU proudly presents

FLY CASTING
with MEL KRIEGER
Saturday, May 10, 2003,

10:00 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Hagan Community Park

l $25 CFFU members, families and friends BEFORE April 
10, 2003 l  $35 Other fly fishing club members and
CFFU members, family and friends AFTER April 10, 2003 
l  Lunch & parking included. l No on-site registra-
tions!!! No refunds after April 26, 2003!!!

World famous casting instructor Mel Krieger has graciously 
agreed to provide a full day casting clinic for CFFU members, 
and if space is available after April 10th members of other local 
fly fishing clubs. 

l In order for this day to be a success we will need "Teaching 
Assistants" at a ratio of 1 assistant to 6 attendee s.  It is NOT 
IMPORTANT that Teaching Assistants be expert casters them-
selves, it is IMPORTANT that Teaching Assistants know casting 
basics and are willing to help others.

DIRECTIONS TO: Hagan Community Park; 2197 Chase Dr., Rancho 
Cordova, CA 95670 l  Take Highway 50 l  Exit Mather Field road, go 
north. Go north towards Folsom Blvd.(Do not be fool ed!  Do NOT go in 
the direction of "Mather Road" – do NOT go in the d irection of Mather 
Field Regional Park.)l  Follow Mather Field Rd. (.6 miles) to Folsom 
Blvd. l  Go right (east) on Folsom Blvd. l  Follow Folsom Blvd (.4 
miles) to Coloma Rd. l  Go left on Coloma Rd (only direction you can 
go on Coloma Rd.). l  Follow Coloma Rd. (.5 miles) to Chase Dr. l  Go 
left on Chase Dr. (only direction you can go on Chase Dr.). l  Follow 
Chase Dr. (.4 miles) past Cordova High School to the park entrance
kiosk. l  Parking has been PRE-PAID for you.  Just say, "I'm with 'Cal 
Fly Fishers'" to the person in the kiosk. l  Continue on Chase Dr. an-
other .1 mile beyond the kiosk (you are now within the park) until you 
must turn right. l  Turn right and follow the road all the way down to  
the large pond on your left.  There is a parking lo t at .3 mile on your 
left and at .4 mile on your right.  You're there!

For more information/mail registration to: Gregory Shaffer, 
8334 Herndon Ct., Sacramento, CA 95828-5744; 916 689-
3934 or shafe@gshaffer.com.
-- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ---- - ----- ----- ---
(tear off and submit with payment)

NAME(S): _______________________________________

ADDRESS: ______________________________________

______________________________________

Phone: __________________________

E-mail: __________________________

Before 4/10/03 -- Number of spaces (checks to CFFU):
____ at $25.00 each = $ ________

After 4/11/03 -- Number of spaces (checks to CFFU):
____ at $35.00 each = $ ________

____ = Check here if you are willing to be a 
              Teaching Assistant

CFFU NIGHT
at RALEY FIELD
River Cats vs. Omaha Royals

(AAA Baseball, Oakland A’s affiliate)
Monday, June 23, 2003 -- 7:05 p.m.

l $14 per seat (our cost, no mark-up)
l Section 120 (with the sun at your back,

not in your eyes)

Come join your fellow CFFU members!  Bring along 
friends and family!  Buy as many tickets as you like --
everyone is welcome when we again enjoy a Sacra-

mento evening at the ballpark.
NO RESERVATIONS WITHOUT PAYMENT.

Tickets are on a first paid, first sold basis.

For more information/mail orders to: 
Gregory Shaffer
8334 Herndon Ct.
Sacramento, CA   95828-5744
916 689-3934 or shafe@gshaffer.com.

To learn more about the River Cats visit:
http://www.rivercats.com/

-- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ---- - ----- ----- ---
(tear off and submit with payment)

NAME: _______________________________

ADDRESS (to be used to mail tickets if you are not at the 
regular June 3rd CFFU meeting):

________________________________________________
Street address

________________________________________________
City                                  State                   Zip Code  

Phone: __________________________

E-mail: __________________________

Number of tickets:  ____ at $14.00 each = $ _______ _
             (checks payable to CFFU)
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Kelsey Lake Outing
By:  Fishmeister Glenn Yee

Since I’ve become a member of CFFU, 
I had heard many stories of the legen-
dary club outings where the camaraderie 
and food were outstanding but the fishing 
less than scintillating.  On the one 
monthly outing I was able to attend, I 
learned first hand how such fishless tales 
can take on a life of their own.  Well, 
thank heaven I managed to attend a sec-
ond outing, as assistant to Fishmeister 
Glenn Yee on Saturday, March 29th, to 
Robison Ranch just east of Oakdale on 
the road to Yosemite.  I’ve been around 
long enough, unfortunately, to know that 
it is a rare day indeed when the sun, 
moon, stars, wind and water conditions 
are perfectly aligned and if you happen to 
be lucky to be out fishing somewhere, 
you just want to say “thank you”.  On 
that note I just want to thank Glenn for 
choosing such a stunningly perfect day.

Robison Ranch is a working cattle 
ranch on which the owner has con-
structed two fishable ponds, a smaller 
one about 2 acres and the other approx. 
10 acres (or so I was told as I have no 
concept of area).  The ponds have been 
stocked with warm water species, i.e., 
bass, bluegill, crappie and catfish.  Of the 
group that attended the outing, including 
Robert Bettati, Sam Dasher, Gary 
Howard, Jeff Howard, Jim Kelley, 
Mike Okazaki, Bill Ozawa, Del 
Skaggs, Terry Thomas & guest, John
Warren  & guest, Glenn , and myself 
(plus guest Clyde Shigenaga about
which more will be said later), nobody 
failed to catch a fish.  In fact, John War-

Robison Ranch Outing
By:  Barry Tang, Ace Reporter

ren , a new club member and beginning 
fly fisher caught his first ever fish on a 
fly.  In addition, member Jeff Howard ,
whose experience as a fly fisher dwarfed 
most of us, managed to hook fish with-
out a working fly reel (I think he was 
demonstrating his improvisational prow-
ess for our benefit).  One of us may have 
even become an early qualifier for the 
“2003 Wet Fly Award” if there is one, but 
to avoid embarrassing this person I will 
only say his “initials” are ??** .

All variety of flies and techniques ap-
peared to work well but I was particu-
larly impressed with Mike Okazaki’s 
success with catfish (did he pretreat his 
flies with chicken blood or what?).  Also 
of note were the huge crappie inhabiting 
the larger lake. Gary Howard clued me 
in by landing a 12 incher on a sheep 
creek special.  Later, I managed to catch 
6 crappies on six consecutive casts, each 
averaging 9 to 11 inches in length.  Nu-
merous bluegill and bass were caught as 
well by any number of different methods.
Jim Kelley reported to me that he had 
good success on bass using a mouse pat-
tern.

Now about Clyde Shigenaga , a 
guest and prospective new member, who 
thanks to his generosity, we all got to go 
fishing.  It seems as though none of us 
(including our fishmeister), with the ex-
ception of Clyde, brought any money to 
pay for the event.  Consequently, we 
asked (begged) if he wouldn’t mind mak-
ing a generous donation on behalf of 
CFFU so that we could all play for the 

On April 13, 2003, six brave souls 
ventured out to the never-never land ---
even the ducks weren't flying.  It was a 
wet, windy day.  When we left Sacra-
mento, it was raining very hard and it 
continued raining all the way down to 
Kelsey.  When we got to the lake, it fi-
nally let up and only sprinkled. Dan
Schneider and I were the only ones 
that tried to paddle our pontoon boats 
into the windy surf, but to no avail.  We 
couldn't control them so we gave up 
and joined Jim Kelley and the others, 
fishing from shore and wading.

John Warren and I had hookups 
but lost them in the weeds. Bruce
Bartholomew brought out his secret 
weapon and was successful. Stan
Stolz caught the most and the biggest 
fish of the day; over 4 pounds using 
flies he had tied. Lorin Ponton took
one look at the lake and decided that 
discretion was the better part of valor.

It rained all morning but we were 
determined to catch fish  We left about 
1 PM and it was still raining.

day and he was kind enough to do so.
Afterwards, we told him that this is how 
we treat all potential new members to 
the club.  Fortunately, Clyde has a great 
sense of humor.  Last, but not least, 
Glenn provided a delicious lunch: grilled 
chicken bake sandwiches, potato salad, 
and soft drinks (kudos to Terry Tho-
mas for the beer as well).  All in all, it 
was a tremendous outing and proof to 
me that CFFU members do indeed catch 
fish!

**ED NOTE:   Sorry Barry, but the 
“initials” seem to have been scrambled 
in transmission.  Go figure!!

One of new member Mike 
Okazaki’s fine catches at Robi-
son Ranch.

Photo by Fishmeister Glenn Yee
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On the Fly is printed by
AAA Photo and Postal

8506 Madison Ave.
Fair Oaks, CA

(916) 966-8089

AAA is an outstanding supporter of
CFFU so let‘s support them !

Casting Instruction
By

Phil Greenlee,
FFF Certified Casting Instructor

Learn the basics, tune the ‘ol stroke, 
or learn advanced casting techniques

(916) 481-8169

CFFU Members Qualify for a 10% Discount

Dave HowardDave HowardDave Howard ———Fly FishingFly FishingFly Fishing
Guided Float Trips Lic. #2200

Specializing in
Stripers, Shad, and Steelhead

Days:  916-722-1055 �  Evenings 916-331-0397
dave@flyfishingspecialties.com
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How to Tie a “Crazy Charlie”
Article and Photos By:  Rich Trimble

CRAZY CHARLEY: A Crazy Charley is a style of tie rather than 
a special pattern.  It is tied with one material.  Crazy 
Charleys can be tied in many colors and with many varied 
materials.  As well as a standard Bonefish fly, “Charleys” are 
also good Shad flies.

MATERIALS :
Hook: Usually 4-8
Thread: Tier’s choice
Eyes: Bead chain or Dumbbell
Body: Krystal Flash, FisHair, Glo Yarn, or other synthetics

In Bright Colors

TYING SEQUENCE:
1.  Build up two thread bumps 1/16” apart, and abou t 1/8” 
behind the hook eye (see photo 1).

2.  Place a pair of bead chain or dumbbell eyes between the 
thread bumps and figure eight the thread around the  eyes 
and under the hook several times.  Additionally, make 4 or 5 
wraps under the eyes and over the hook to further s ecure 
the eyes.  Use super glue or head cement on the thread 
wraps.  Take thread to the hook bend (see photo 2).

3.  Using about a toothpick thickness and about 5” long of
body material, tie in a tail the length of the hook  shank (see 
photo 3).

4.  Wrap a body to the eyes.  When you reach the ey es, 
wrap figure eights around the eyes and end behind t he hook 
eye (see photo 4).

5.  Bend the material back on the underside of the hook and 
wrap back to the eyes.  Form a head, whip finish, a nd apply 
head cement (see photo 5 for the finished product).

1

5

4

3

2
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Fly Tiers Exchange
By:  Tim Au-Young Fly Tiers Exchange Co-Chair

Hello everyone!  If you didn't participate 
in last month's exchange, then you missed 
out on adding these flies to your collection:

1. Glenn Yee  tied an orange Glow
Bug  with Mustad 98480, #12 using a pink 
hot glue stick.  This simple pattern is very 
effective, and you can tie many at one 
time, just don't make a mess or burn your-
self.

2. Richard Slabaugh , AKA, tech 
Thursday featured tier, tied a Shad fly on
a #6 2X long hook, with orange floss for 
the thread, silver bead chain eyes, along 
with 10 wraps of 0.20 weight, and the tail 
of white marabou.  This is another wel-
comed addition for this time of year.

3. Richard Trimble tied a Crazy
Charlie (only fitting....crazy).  He says that 
hooks from #4-#8 work well, and used 
green thread with a green crystal flash for 
the tail/body and beard.  Use bead chain 
eyes of various colors because crystal flash 
comes in assorted colors.  Tie materials 
sparsely for shad flies, as well.  Thanks for 
the tips, and make many at once to beef 
up your boxes like Rich does.  Very nice 
proportion, Rich.

4. Jim Wright tied a Jay Fair, Jay's 
Leech , on a #8 hook, with 10 wraps of 
0.025 lead, black 6/0 thread, tail of 1/2 

A special Thank You goes to 
Chris Spurrell  for being April's tier 
of the month.  He tied an assortment 
of bass patterns that he so gra-
ciously demonstrated with write-ups
on how to tie this pattern.  His recipe 
called for the usual materials, rabbit 
strips - zonker cut, with flashabou 
and streamer hackle to match, using 
grizzly hen hackle and deer hair for 
the head.  If you did not have an
opportunity to pick up the tying in-
struction, please see him or me for a 
copy.  You can have a lot of fun with 
this recipe using your imagination, so 
go out and have some fun tying this 
up.  Thanks again, Chris 

PS:  Who will be the next month's 
guest tier?  Come and see, who 
knows, maybe you will actually learn 
something!

black and 1/2 rust marabou, with Jay Fair 
Pearlescents, body of Jay Fair short shuck -
black, palmered with Jay Fair Schlappen 
Nymph hackle, and legs with Jay Fair black 
mohair.  Jim always ties patterns that catch 
fish, so another fly to add to the collection.

5. Barry Tang tied a Floating Hare's 
Ear, originally tied by A.K. Best on a dry fly 
hook suggested size #12-22 with black or 
brown 6/0 or 8/0 thread, tail of a small 
clump of elk body hair, underbody of lay-
ered elk hair, overbody of very fine dub-
bing - color to match the naturals, wingpad 
of medium dun to black goose quill seg-
ments and the thorax - one shade darker 
dubbing than the abdomen, loosely applied 
and teased.  This is a pattern that is new to 
the collection, so thanks Barry for the great 
pattern from one of the legends.

6. Dave Elmore tied a Spotlite
Emerger  from Orvis's 1993 catalogue on a 
TMC 2487, #12 hook, thread with orange 
6/0, tail of white poly (very sparse - good 
job), body of super fine hare's Ear Dubbing, 
post of white poly yarn, and ginger hackle 
around the post.  Great pattern.

7. Tim Au-Young tied an male adult 
Damsel , on a TMC #8 (can use #6-#10
depending on the size where you are fish-
ing), 2X -3X long hook, black 6/0 thread, 

body of closed cell foam, 
grizzly hackled legs, and 
fine deer hair for the 
wings.  This is a very sim-
ple pattern to tie for trout 
and bass in still waters.
Tie in weed guards as 
needed with 10-15 lb.
mono.  This time he used 
blue closed cell foam.  At 
Kelsey Lake last year, I 
saw black ones, so tie 
them in the color of the 
natural.  Closed cell foam 
comes in various colors, so 
use them accordingly.
Hoppers are another ex-
ample of patterns that you 
can use foam to tie.  Any 
terrestrial pattern like ants, 
beetles, hoppers, damsels, 
and caterpillars could be 
tied with this material.
So thank you all for partici-
pating in April's Fly Tier's 
Exchange , and we en-
courage more of you to 
participate.

TYING ONE ON:
By:  Tim Au-Young,

Fly Tying Demo Chair

Picture courtesy of 
Rich Trimble
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(Continued from page 1)
bership voted to use any left over funds from last year's 
Kids Camp for Gary Howard 's version of the same.  All 
future donations will also be applied to "our own c amp".
Gary has graciously volunteered to chair this new venture 
which may happen this year or next year depending on 
how fast he can get it together.  The Redding Kids Camp 
was getting expensive at $750 per camper, and we have
been sending two kids the last couple of years.  There was 
also no follow through once the kids returned from camp.
We never heard from them or even knew if they were fish-
ing.  We think we can reach more kids and have bett er fol-
low through with Gary's version of Kids Camp.  Please see 
Gary if you'd like to help him get this program off  the 
ground.

 Lastly, most of you do not see the work that Chuck
Bucaria  has been putting in on the Trinity & American 
River issues. He's been working hard with the Federation 
and other supporting agencies. (I must get 2-4 emai ls a 
day from Chuck).  He is a master when it comes to conser-
vation knowledge; however, he is looking for some h elp.
Chuck would love to mentor someone who could eventu-
ally take his place in the conservation arena.  As long as 
you have the "heart", Chuck is willing to teach you .

My final two cents worth... GO KINGS !!!
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Casting News Lines Casting News Lines (continued)(continued) Creek Week Clean-Up

By:  John Taylor, Conservation Pgms Director
Well, I'm happy to report another successful Creek Week 

Clean up for CFFU.  Fifteen dedicated members of our club 
"shrugged off" the soggy weather conditions to bag a little 
trash as the week long celebration of Creek Week came to a 
close.  And, although it was very wet and rainy, on ce every-
one was good and soaked, it didn't seem to matter a nd eve-
ryone had fun. 

Very special thanks go out to Roman Gardea, Dick 
Christian, Arden Christian, Dell Clark, Tom Worth, Dick 
Angus, John Warren, Gary Eastman, Scott Swindel, 
Gary Howard, Greg Van Koersel, Tom Aubin, Bob 
Larne, and Vince Jacobs. My apologies if I missed anyone.

A special thanks also goes out to Hugh and Katy 
Mickelson for supplying the great "pick-up" sticks.  These 
handy pieces of hardware made it much easeir to pick up 
trash, as well as wade in the creek.

The "creek treasures" of the day included a left fo oted 
Nike cleat with matching gray tube sock ( John Taylor ), a full 
barbeque set complete with portable grille and pots  (Gary
Eastman ), a complete bedding set ( Gary Howard ), but the 
best "creek treasure" of the day went to Dick Angus who
unearthed a full can of beer, unopened, but it was well past 
the “born on” date!  Nice find, Dick! 

Thanks again to everyone who volunteered. You should 
all be proud.


